BABYLONIAN AND ASSYEIAN RELIGION

god, but possessing attributes of a far wider scope.
Samas is mentioned as early as the reign of
E-anna-tum, whose date is set at about 4200 B.C.,
and at this period his Semitic name does not,
naturally, occur, the character used being Utu, or,
in its longer form, Utuki.

It is worthy of note that, in consequence of
the Babylonian idea of evolution in the creation
of the world, less perfect beings brought forth
those which were more perfect, and the sun was
therefore the offspring of Nannara or Sin, the
moon. In accordance with the same idea, the
day, with the Semites, began with the evening,
the time when the moon became visible, and thus
becomes the offspring of the night. In the in-
scriptions $amas is described as ' the light of
things above and things below, the illuminator
of the regions/ ' the supreme judge of heaven and
earth/ ' the lord of living creatures, the gracious
one of the lands/ Dawning in the foundation of
the sky, he opened the locks and threw wide
the gates of the high heavens, and raised his head,
covering heaven and earth with his splendour.
He was the constantly righteous in heaven, the
truth within the ears of the lands, the god
knowing justice and injustice, righteousness he,
supported upon his shoulders, unrighteousness he
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